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Find what you're looking for with Peterson Field Guidesâ€”their field-tested visual identification

system is designed to help you differentiate thousands of unique species accurately every

time.Â Grouped by color and by plant characteristics, 1,293 species in 84 families are described and

illustrated. Included here are all the flowers you're most likely to encounter in the eastern and

north-central U.S., westward to the Dakotas and southward to North Carolina and Arkansas, as well

as the adjacent parts of Canada.
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I've been teaching in the outdoors using field guides with novices for 18 years, so I offer this advice

to assist beginners in choosing a wildflower guide. I have used both this book and the Newcomb

book and greatly prefer this one, although Newcomb's is very good. Newcomb's uses a series of

keys, which I guess some people find more "sophisticated." Although the key in Newcombs isn't

hard to use, I find that the Peterson guide is faster and easier to use in the field. I have also

observed that beginners are less likely to make mistakes using the Peterson wildflower guide. The

big plus of the Peterson book is the identification system. The flowers are first arranged by color and

the book is color coded. Although wild plants may not always be showing their flower colors, 9 times

out of ten when the amateur is identifying a flowering plant, it will be in bloom. You can use the

Peterson guide to learn the key characterisitics of a blooming plant so that later on when it is not

blooming you will still be able to find it in the book and recoginze it.In the next stage of the Peterson



wildflower guide's organization, the plants are arranged by similar visual characteristics. There is a

simple outline and description of this system at the beginning of the book. The book utilizes helpful

icons, which are featured at the tops of all the descriptive pages for quick thumb-through reference.

I have found this icon system very helpful in teaching plant identification because it provides a

systematic approach that the beginner can pick up quickly and easily. The Peterson system greatly

facilitates intial accuracy of identification at the level of plant family.
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